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Dear Church Family,
God has given Connections Church a vision to reach the northwest
suburbs of Minneapolis for Christ.  He has blessed us in ways that are
beyond what I ever imagined.  Now our influence and impact are
beginning to expand with a bold plan for extending our reach beyond our
existing churches.  We believe God is leading us to pursue an aggressive
strategy that will accelerate our efforts across our region.

We’ve named this campaign Building for the Future because I believe God is 
leading our church to a permanent facility.  Building for the Future keeps us 
laser-focused on what we’ve been called to as individual believers and as the 
collection of people that make up this church. All our plans, goals and endeavors 
amount to nothing if we lose sight of our singular purpose: to make Jesus Christ 
known to as many people as will listen.   We believe that today is “the day of 
salvation,” and every ounce of our energy should pour into bringing people into His 
salvation. 

Connections has increasingly been given God-orchestrated opportunities to do 
that, and Building for the Future combines all these opportunities together in one 
cohesive plan. Through a permanent location we will be able to plant more
churches, train more leaders all while reaching more people with the Gospel in our 
local community. We are entering into this season with prayer and humility.  We 
recognize our dependence on God, yet boldly and confidently seek His power to 
do through us more than we could ever ask or imagine. I’m convinced that as
we seek Him together and obey what He asks us to do, we’ll see God multiply
our efforts and our resources for His glory and our good. 

Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up
the church, the body of Christ.  Ephesians 4:12

Running With A Vision,
Pastor Ray
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Connections Church has planted two local churches:

• 27 people have made decisions to follow Jesus 

• 40 people have made a decision to publicly celebrate their 
decision to follow Jesus by being baptized 

• Paid off the school lunch debt at Kaleidoscope Charter 
School 

• 50 kids participated in first virtual VBS

• Partnered with another local church to give away 60 
Thanksgiving meals

• Held a Community Thanksgiving Dinner in 2019 for 120 
people

• Given away more than 70,000 meals through Every Meal 
to local families in need

Imagine Church

• 19 people have made decisions to follow Jesus 

• 3 people have made a decision to publicly celebrate their 
decision to follow Jesus by being baptized  

• 148 new family units that have visited or stayed at Transform 
since launch

Transform Church
planted in

2019

planted in

2016

people said yes to Jesus
in the last 5 years
(2016-2020)
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ATTENDANCE
YEAR TO YEAR

2012 126
people
per week
(average)

151 20%people
per week
(average)

2013

173 15%people
per week
(average)

2014

177 2%people
per week
(average)

2015

219 24%people
per week
(average)

2016

248 13%people
per week
(average)

2017

251 1%people
per week
(average)

2018

241 4%people
per week
(average)

2019

250 4%people
preCOVID2020

Pastor was out of the pulpit for 3 months following heart surgery 29 people sent to launch Transform Church

2012 2014
2011

26
7

2016
26

14
2013
10

2015
6

2017
12

2019
6

2018
16

2020
11

Yes!
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2020Ramsey Elementary School (11 weeks)
Online at The Gathering Place (12 weeks)
Mississippi River next to our property (3 weeks)
Elmcrest Park ( 14 weeks)
The Warehouse (10 weeks)

Met in 5 different
locations 

7.1 acres on Highway 10 in Ramsey, MN
on October 20, 2020 where
we will build our future church

Purchased Land

1800 Boxes of
Groceries Given to
Families 
130 families received food to prepare
Thanksgiving meal

29 people joined the church

22 People said yes to Jesus

11 Baptisms 

In November and December, 1,862 
boxes of groceries were distributed to 
families in need

In November, 121 Thanksgiving meals 
were given to families in need

Planted a church in the Dominican 
Republic

A minimum of 10% of the church 
budget is given to outside ministries 

Our Servant Leadership Board  over-
sees our budget which has never run a 
deficit in our 10 years 

LIFE
groups

A LIFEgroup consists of 10-15 adults who meet together 
weekly in a house of someone from Connections Church or 
online via Zoom or Google Meet. We believe that 
LIFEgroups are designed for you - whether you are seeking 
God for the first time or even if you've been a Christian for 
a long time!

80% 13
of attenders in

LIFEgroups
different groups

available

Number of cars that travel past our new 
location daily

https://mndot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=7b3be07daed84e7fa170a91059ce63bb

44,000
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Connecting in

Service

Community

Worship
Engage in a weekly service.
Not just to fill a seat, but to
learn then apply. 

Numerous opportunities
inside and outside the church
to serve. 

Growth through LIFEgroups

Our Here For Good Campaign which 
allowed us to purchase the land 
began in April 2017 and concluded in 
April of 2020

$
$474,600
General Fund
$379,229
Here for Good
$95,408

2020

*Here for Good campaign ended 
COVID 19 began

$
2017

$509,400
General Fund
$418,980
Here for Good
$90,419

$
2018

$546,600
General Fund
$421,656
Here for Good
$124,988

$
2019

$561,500
General Fund
$389,752
Here for Good
$171,742

Finance Report

*29 attenders went to launch 
Transform Church

The total cost of our building is 
estimated to be  $2.8 - 3.2 million. 
The goal of Building for the Future 
is to raise at least $786,500 which 
will allow us to break ground.

How can you be a part of the mis-
sion at Connections Church to 
reach more people with the Good 
News of Jesus Christ? 

Pray about how God would have 
you participate.

New
Building Plan
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WHAT WILL IT TAKE FOR GOD
TO PROVIDE $786,500 FOR

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE?

Because we all have unique giving capabilities, we cannot simply divide the total needed by 
the number of families in our church to determine an “average” gift. Following is a model of 
the distribution of gifts that it will take for us to be successful. This also underscores the bib-
lical principle of giving in proportion to what we have - and that’s going to be different for 
all of us!
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PRAY
Prayer is the most critical part of the Building for the Future campaign. We’re challenging each 
person (or couple, if married) to commit to pray these three things for the next 3 weeks.

GIVE
Do what God tells you to do through the prayer process, and ask others for prayer to help you keep 
your commitment. Although we are making individual commitments, we’re all in this together! Let’s 
encourage each other to remember the ultimate goal of Building for the Future: to build relationships 
as we build God's kingdom and lead people into a life-transforming relationship with Jesus Christ.

ENGAGE
• Attend church each week - you’ll learn about stewardship, generosity, hearing from God and 

more

• Join a LIFE group - Check out the options http://www.connectionschurchramsey.com/con-
nect/lifegroups

• Talk about it - Engage your LIFE group, your family or friends in conversation over what God 
is teaching you, and ask what He’s teaching them

• Use the Commitment Guide - We’ve provided a Commitment Guide in the following section to 
help you through the prayer and decision-making process. Take advantage of this guide and 
the practical tips it offers

• Hold a Commitment Conference - We encourage you to have a Commitment Conference as a 
couple, family (include the kids), an accountability partner or other person with whom you can 
share what God is leading you to give. (See more about the conference in the Commitment 
Guide section)

Prayer is essential to hearing from God 
and making a God-inspired commitment. 
Remember to pray each day for the next 
3 weeks.
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DISCERNING GOD’S WILL
IN DETERMINING YOUR GIVING COMMITMENT
The most important decision you or your family will make during the Building for the Future 
campaign will be the decision about your giving commitment. This guide provides suggestions 
on how to determine what your commitment will be.

There are two ways to approach your giving commitment:

BASED ON REASON

In this approach, you determine what is “reasonable” to give based on what you have.

Reason asks, “What can I afford?” rather than “What does God want me to do?”

Giving based on reason doesn’t require any faith on our part.

GOD-INSPIRED APPROACH

This approach requires us to ask in faith, “God, what do you want to do through me?”

When you make giving a matter of prayer, your decision becomes an act of worship.

Revelation giving forces the question, “How much am I willing to trust God?”
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What portion of your income could you give to Building for the Future over the next 3 years?

Potential assets may include stocks, bonds or property.

Consider making some lifestyle changes or putting some planned expenses on hold The
sacrifice might be difficult. However, not only will you receive blessing for those sacrifices
in eternity, but you will see your time, talent and treasures affect lives here and now.

3  YEAR INCOME ASSESTS
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If you’re excited about giving but unsure where to start, use the samples below 
to help you generate ideas. Once you begin to evaluate your spending in each 
category, you’ll discover several creative ways to free up more resources for 
Building for the Future.

Building For The Future.
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X 36 mths

X 36 mths

X 36 mths

X 36 mths

X 36 mths

X 36 mths

X 36 mths

X 36 mths

X 36 mths

3 YEAR PLAN



THE COMMITMENT CONFERENCE
Plan a Commitment Conference during the week leading up to Commitment Sunday on March 
14, to determine what God is leading you to give. The conference is a great opportunity to dis-
cuss giving and faith. Evaluate the blessings you have received from God. Are there things you 
would willingly sacrifice to invest in God’s kingdom? (The chart below will help you see what 
your monthly giving can do.)

Here’s how a small weekly commitment can truly make a difference, no gift is too small.

Suggestions for the conference:

• Be sure to involve your spouse (if married) and children. If single, conference with a 
friend or accountability partner.

• Set aside an appointed time for the conference in advance.

• Ask family members in advance of the conference to think about potential sacrifices 
that God is asking them to

make in order to contribute to One Mission

• During the conference, look up some Scriptures and discuss what they say about 
giving. Some suggestions are

Matthew 6:19-21; 1 Timothy 6:17-19; 2 Corinthians 9:6-12

• Ask family members to share what they or the family could sacrifice in order to give 
to God through Building for the Future

over the next 3 years. List all the ideas proposed and discuss how to follow through.

• Decide what you will give, and spend time praying over your commitment. Ask God 
to provide for your needs as you

step out in faith, and for joy as you give generously back to Him.
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$1,923
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$8,333

4,333

2,167

867

433

217

130

109

88

44

$300,000

156,000

78,000

31,200

15,600

7,800

4,680

3,900

3,120

1,560

$100,000

52,000

26,000

10,400

5,200

2,600

1,560

1,300

1,040

520

Weekly Monthly Annually 3 Year Total
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THIS IS MY STEP OF FAITH
After much prayer and thoughtful consideration, I/we 
sense God’s leading to make the following sacrificial 
commitment over and above my regular giving:

My First Gift:
This is an upfront, onetime gift that will help us plan and 
secure funding.

My Remaining 3 year Gift:
This pledge amount will be given over the next 3 years 
of the campaign

My Total Commitment:
My first gift + my 3 year pledge

“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for
and certain of what we do not see.”

- Hebrews 11:1

Remember the God Factor:
Don’t put yourself in a box. As we dream for the 
future of Connections Church, what are your 
dreams? What if God chooses to bless your future, 
too? We think He will. So don’t forget the “God” 
factor that could adjust your commitment because 
of a new job, raise, promotion, etc. God can take a 
commitment made in faith and bring in the 
resources to meet it.

$

$

$



HOW TO GIVE
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MAKE A 3 YEAR COMMITMENT
On On Commitment Sunday, March 14, 2021, we will ask individuals and families to turn in com-
mitment cards that represent their potential donations. This is not a binding contract, but a dec-
laration of your intentions, which will help us plan and secure funding.

PARTICIPATE IN OUR FIRST GIFT OFFERING
You may also give a one-time gift that is in addition to your 3 year commitment. Remember to 
clearly designate on your check’s memo line that the contribution (or a portion of the contribu-
tion) should be attributed to Building for the Future. If you wish to give a cash donation, please 
enclose the funds in a sealed envelope with your name, address and designation to Building for 
the Future written on the outside.

ONLINE
You may use a credit/debit card or e-check automatic withdrawal from your checking account 
at connectionschurchramsey.com. On the home page, simply click on “Give” and you will be 
directed to a secure page to make your contribution. You may begin an online giving account or 
access your existing account. Complete the information for a one-time or scheduled-recurring 
gift, whichever you prefer. Choose “Building for the Future” from the drop-down menu to desig-
nate gifts. Please note that although we allow the use of credit cards for giving, we do not 
encourage you to go into debt or incur interest charges on gifts that are given to the church. We 
recommend you consider our other giving options, such as automatic draft from a checking 
account.

ONLINE BILL PAY
Through your bank’s online bill pay system, you may set up one-time or automatic 
recurring gifts directly from your bank account. Please list  the church mailing 
address and include a designation to Building for the Future on the bill pay memo 
line:  6017 167th Ave N.W. Ramsey, MN 55303

THEIR RESPONSIBILITY IS TO EQUIP GOD’S 
PEOPLE TO DO HIS WORK AND BUILD UP 

THE CHURCH, THE BODY OF CHRIST.

EPHESIANS 4:12 (NLT)



Building relationships
as we build God's Kingdom


